
Salvador Velasco, who has

been ERHS principal for the last

several years, has been on a

mission to raise the graduation

rate, and through an aggressive

program involving the whole

school and its staff, has

accomplished it. Here are some

statistics from the school

website: http://the-

rock.lausd.k12.ca.us.

- Ranked in the top 5% of all

public high schools in the

nation. Ranked #393 of the top

1500 public high schools in the

U.S.A. by Newsweek Magazine.

- Received an API score of 717,

which is the second highest

score in Local District 4 for

both junior and senior high

school.

- Graduation rate has improved

greatly in the past five years –

going from 67% of seniors

graduating to 92% for the Class

of 2010.

- College-going culture: 95.88%

of graduates attend post-

secondary educational institu-

tions.  Of that 95.88%, 41.68%

attend a 4-year college or

university and 54.2% attend a

2-year community college.

At the recent TERA public

meeting, Stephen Williams

spoke about the college

preparatory program and how
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Straight Talk About the Market Today

Heading into the last month of

the first half of 2010, the market

shows signs of definite im-

provement. So far this year

there have been 58 closed sales

of which 27% were short sales

and foreclosures (8 of each).

Compare this to last year, 2009,

when 59% of the sales were

short sales and foreclosures

(42% foreclosures and 17%

short sales), and to the end of

the first quarter of 2010 (20%

short sales and 6% foreclo-

sures). We’re currently slightly

ahead of this time last year in

number of sales, 58 compared to

51. The average sales price last

year was about $414,000, this

year it’s almost $463,000.

What do all these numbers tell

us? Bottom line, there are a lot

more regular sales happening

this year than last year.  If you

look at average prices over the

last 3 years, you will see that

prices in Northeast Los Angeles

dropped significantly from the

peak in 2007. But this year is

better than last year, so people

who have a good reason to sell

are going ahead and doing it

instead of waiting/hoping/

wishing for prices to “bounce

back.” No bouncing. Inching.

On the market:

So I say we are on the road to

recovery, but there are many

potholes along the way. We still

have a lot of appraisal issues. I

can tell you many stories about

the appraisers who refused to

talk to me, refused to look at my

sales comparables, and al-

though they live and work in

Upland or Julian or San Diego,

they are “local experts” on

Eagle Rock or Highland Park or

Summer Nights in Los Angeles
Ah, summer in Los Angeles!

Sure, the days can get unbear-

ably hot, but they turn into

perfect summer nights that

demand outdoor living.  Here

are just a few of the great

events that take advantage of

the coming summer evenings:

Grand Performances:  “Grand

Performances presents free

performing arts that reflect the

best of global culture and

inspire community among the

diverse peoples of Los

Angeles.” Held at California

Plaza in Downtown Los

Angeles, Grand Performances

brings a wide variety of world

music acts to audiences for free

all summer long.  Concerts are

scheduled for most Fridays at

12pm and 8pm, and Saturdays

at 8pm.  For a complete sched-

ule go to

www.grandperformances.org.

Levitt Pavilion Pasadena

Summer Concerts: June 24th

marks the beginning of the

annual summer concert season

at Levitt Pavilion, with 50 free

concerts at the historic Memo-

rial Park band shell in the heart

of Old Pasadena.  Concerts

continue every Wednesday-

Sunday until the end of

August.  For a complete

schedule go to

www.levittpavilionpasadena.org.

Wine, Jazz, & Moonlight at

Hollywood and Highland: Join

Hollywood & Highland Center

and KJAZZ 88.1 FM for the 7th

annual Wine, Jazz & Moonlight

series. Enjoy free concerts by

some of the country’s top jazz

performers every Tuesday from

7 to 9pm in the Central Court-

yard on level 2 (June 8 –

August 31). The event is free to

the public and a donation of

$10 to Project Angel Food gets

you two glasses of wine and an

assortment of gourmet cheeses,

crackers and fruit to enjoy

during the performance.  For

more information go to

www.hollywoodandhighland.com/

events/hh-events.

Independent Shakespeare Co.:

A summer of free performances

at Griffith Park.  Othello runs

Thursday - Sunday, July 8 -
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What’s happening with the

market in Eagle Rock 90041?



Introducing the newest member

of my team: Keely Myres! After

serving as an assistant to an

agent in another office for the

last few years, Keely has

decided to join the family

business. With her degree in

media and communication, she

brings a fresh perspective to

our marketing, and as a licensed

agent she will be available to

help represent our buyers and

sellers.

Athena Torres, assistant

extraordinaire, continues to

keep us organized and supplied

and is available to handle the

day-to-day business of helping

our clients achieve their real

estate goals.

We are looking forward to

serving our clients better than

ever before, and hope you are

or will be one of them soon!

the number of college-bound

students is rising. Increasing

numbers of top seniors are

getting into top schools and

the lower ranks are graduating

with the expectation of going to

college as well. As the college-

bound culture continues, the

momentum builds upon itself

and the results are pretty

remarkable. One senior this year

turned down Harvard in order

to go to Yale – impressive. Mr.

Williams has been the college

counselor at ERHS since 1994,

and he is one of the most

passionate, helpful, and

effective staff members I have

ever had the pleasure of

working with.

As a past PTA president of

ERHS (my daughter graduated

in 2004), I would say that the

school has made wonderful

progress with the objectives

that were enacted “back in my

day.”  And, to quote my

daughter, “if more people sent

their kids to public school, the

schools would improve even

more.” Every student and

family is different and has

individual needs, but in Eagle

Rock, public school is a viable

option for many.

New to the Tracy
King Team!

August 1 at 7:00 p.m.  Much

Ado About Nothing runs

Thursday – Sunday, August 5 –

August 29 at 7:00pm.  Located

at the Independent

Shakespeare Co. Festival Stage

at the Griffith Park Old Zoo.  For

more information go to

www.iscla.org/.

Cinespia Summer Screenings:

What could be better than

spending an evening picnicking

under the stars and watching a

classic flick in the company of

Hollywood’s most famous

ghosts?  Every Saturday, and

some Sundays, throughout the

summer, Hollywood Forever

Cemetery hosts movie screen-

ings on their lawn.  This

summer’s screenings include

Invasion of the Body Snatch-

ers and Midnight Cowboy.  A

$10 donation gets you in.

Bring a picnic and a blanket to

sit on and you’re set!  Check

the schedule at

www.cinespia.org for upcom-

ing screenings.

Music at the Los Angeles Zoo:

Music under the stars in

various locations among the

exotic animals of the LA Zoo.

July 9th is World Music Night,

(Summer Nights cont. from

pg. 1)

(ERHS cont. from pg. 1)

July 23rd is Classic Rock night,

and August 6th is Local Scene

night.  Ticket prices for

members are $12.50 for adults

and $7.50 for children ages 6-

15; nonmember ticket prices are

$16.50 for adults and $10.50 for

children ages 6-15. There is no

admission charge for children

age 5 and under.  Tickets sell

out fast so go online to get

yours now at www.lazoo.org/

mitz/.

Concerts in the Park: Join

the community for some

picnic and music fun every

other Sunday from 6:00pm to

8:30pm in the Eagle Rock

Park.  The first event is a July

4th celebration with moon

bouncers, a car show, food,

music and fireworks!
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Information from The Eagle

Rock Association Public

Meeting:

TERA is such a hardworking

resident’s association, dedi-

cated to improving the Eagle

Rock community through

education, community activi-

ties, and some good old

political activism where

indicated.  The summer Public

Meeting, which I attended on

June 9th, was held at Occiden-

tal College and it was a wonder-

ful, warm evening that showed

off the campus at its peaceful,

sylvan best. There were two

presentations, one by Wendy

Greuel, the City of Los Angeles

Controller, and one by Eagle

Rock High School.  You can

read what I learned from the

Eagle Rock High School

presentation in my article

“ERHS’ Amazing Statistics,”

which begins on page 1 of this

newsletter.

What Is a Controller, Anyway?

Wendy was there to explain to

us what a city controller does

and what she has to do with the

City budget crisis right now. As

with General Motors and

several other venerable

companies, cities are being

challenged with the economic

struggles of today: the world-

wide economic collapse,

spiraling health insurance

costs, an aging population, and

an unsupportable pension

system. Wendy’s passion and

purpose is to help the City of

Los Angeles achieve a sustain-

able financial system so that

our city can be the safe, well-

run network of local communi-

ties that it was when she was

growing up in the Valley. Her

office audits city departments

including the airport and the

Department of Water & Power. I

have to say, I think I need a

controller for my personal

financial system and I would

hire her in a hot second.

For more information on TERA,

or if you would like to get

involved, visit their website at

www.tera90041.org.

TERA Public Meeting
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Straight Talk About the Market Today
Pasadena values. The whole

story is best left to a separate

article, but just remember,

appraisers get paid around

$250-350 for their “opinion of

value” whether the escrow

closes or not. They don’t really

care if you can’t get your loan

because the appraisal came in

low and you either couldn’t or

wouldn’t negotiate some kind of

a deal between all the parties.

They just care that they don’t

lose their license over some

government oversight program

rules.

Another pothole is the

economy, which is a two-edged

sword: on the one hand, bad

news about job growth keeps

interest rates low; on the other

hand, if you don’t have a job or

are afraid you will lose yours,

you are probably not in the

market for a house. But, if you

own a house and are not upside

down (owing more than the

house is worth), you might be

ready to sell. Please call me if

you’d like to discuss your

options.
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Active:

4876 Argus Drive, Eagle Rock. $449,000.  Updated Spanish with 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, and full basement. (S)

5312 Sierra Villa Drive, Eagle Rock. $549,000.  Craftsman cottage with 2 bedrooms, 1 bath, full attic and guest house. (S)

1132 Wotkyns Drive, Pasadena. $1,095,000. 1925 Mediterranean on street-to-street lot by the Rose Bowl. (S)

In Escrow:

4958 Vincent Avenue, Eagle Rock. $479,000. 3 bedrooms, 2 baths with lots of original charm, on a cul-de-sac. (S)

Sold:

5212 Loleta Avenue, Eagle Rock. List Price $525,000/Sales Price $530,000. Fixer with 4 bedrooms, 2 baths north of Colorado Blvd. (B)

1329 Avenue 45, Highland Park. $369,000/$410,000. Clean 2 bedroom, 1 bath traditional with mountain views. (B)

5331 Candace Place, Eagle Rock. $469,000/$500,000. Mid-century traditional with quality upgrades on cul-de-sac north of Hill Dr. (S)

1215 Le Gray, Highland Park. $499,000/$550,000. Post & Beam with good bones on a double-lot. (S)

1959 Escarpa, Eagle Rock. $699,000/$748,000. Beautifully renovated post & beam with mountain views. (S)

1617 Linda Rosa, Eagle Rock. $449,000/$495,000. Spanish 2 bedroom, 1 bath with original charm on a flat lot. (S)

1432 Holbrook, Eagle Rock. $449,000/$492,555. Updated oasis in the city with 3 bedrooms, 1 bath and terraced landscaping. (S)

1708 Elm Street, Alhambra. $439,000/$485,000. Charming Spanish with 3 bedrooms, 1.25 baths. Easy commute to downtown LA. (S)

5610 Aldama, Highland Park. $469,000/$518,000. Classic California Craftsman in the Highland Park HPOZ. (S)

4716 Vincent Avenue, Eagle Rock. $519,000/$516,000. Pristine 2 bedroom, 1 bath 1924 traditional with all the modern conveniences. (S)

4901 Wiota, Eagle Rock. $429,000/$421,800. 1924 cottage in the same family since it was built. Trust sale. (S)

5058 Vincent Avenue, Eagle Rock. $412,000/$405,000. Unique 1912 California cottage with huge barn. (S)

1606 Silverwood Drive, Eagle Rock. $849,000/$876,000. Dramatic hilltop mid-century traditional. (B)

CELEBRATE THE EAGLE ROCK: JULY 11, 2010 11 AM-2 PM
The Eagle Rock Collaborative is having a fundraiser to benefit the purchase and mainte-

nance of the property surrounding the Eagle Rock Canyon Trail, the last remaining open

space between Eagle Rock and Pasadena.

JOIN US
For a summer interlude of champagne, excellent food, music, and an art exhibit featuring

the works of Southern California plein aire painters.

Tickets are $25 each. Deadline to purchase is July 2, tickets will not be sold at the event. For further informa-

tion, call 323-255-9400, 323-513-8381, email info@cerb.us or visit www.cerb.us.
(B) I represented Buyer

(S)  I represented Seller
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